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(856) 881-0067 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:scassidycgs@gmail.com
mailto:marymomfamily@gmail.com
mailto:marymom.youth@gmail.com
http://www.saintmichaelsonline.com/


Introduction 

Mary, Mother of Mercy Parish offers catechesis and faith formation that focuses on the “whole parish family.” 

We seek to empower parents in their role as primary educators of their children as well as support adults in their 

own faith formation. The components of the program will center on the Holy Eucharist and will provide 

opportunities for full, conscious and active participation.  This will include some grade level components as 

well as many opportunities for the whole parish family to participate intergenerationally (all age groups 

together). 

At this time, components are available for the following age groups:  preschool children, ages 3-6 (Catechesis 

of the Good Shepherd), grammar school, grades 1-5 (ECHO), middle school students, grades 6-8 

(ENCOUNTER), family catechesis, grades 1-8 (Whole Family Catechesis) and high school students, grades 

9-12 (SALT High School Ministry).  Service opportunities are available and encouraged of each grade level. 

Also, faith formation classes are available for students identified with special needs.  Parents are encouraged to 

contact the parish office for more information.  

Faith Festivals provide intergenerational opportunities, where families can come together to share their faith.  In 

addition, seminars and courses are available throughout the year for adult catechesis. The parish offers a yearly 

subscription to FORMED.  This resource is available to all parishioners and may be accessed at Formed.org 

with the following code:  K8RZ78.  An App is also available for convenient access to your subscription.   

As our faith is a lifelong journey, the above components of our faith formation program strive to meet the 

various needs of our parish community.  It is encouraged to enroll in the programs that meet the needs of your 

family. Our learning together will enable us to find support from one other and build community in Christ; 

thereby building His Church.   

Faith Festivals 

This is an opportunity for whole parish family participation. Faith Festivals focus on a specific celebration or 

liturgical event.  Over the last few years, our parish has celebrated the following events: Feast of the Holy 

Rosary, All Saints’ Day, St. Nicholas, Mardi Gras and Christian Seder.  These events are usually a duration of 

two to three hours.  The faith festival is an attendance requirement which replaces the class for that week. This 

is a requirement for all students (grades 1-5), regardless of program (ECHO, Whole Family Catechesis and 

Homeschooling).   

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (Level I) is a preschool program (ages 3-6) that was inspired by Montessori 

teaching principles of education.  The focus of the program is to enable children to live their relationship with 

God in profound joy and seeks to address the religious potential of the young child.  It incorporates both 

practical life skills and an education in faith, through the celebration of an encounter with the Father, in 

listening to Jesus the one Teacher, and in obedience to the Spirit.  The following sessions are offered weekly: 

Tuesdays, 10:00 AM-12:00 PM and Friday, 10:00 AM-12:00 PM.  Also, we offer a late afternoon class once a 

week, Wednesday, 4:30-6:00 PM which is geared toward students who are entering Kindergarten.      

 

 



ECHO 

ECHO is a traditional classroom model with a catechist assigned to each grade level, grades 1-5. This model 

focuses on the following: memorization of prayers, church doctrine and devotional methods. Children who 

attend S.M.A.R.S. or are being homeschooled are not required to attend this component of our Lifelong Faith 

Formation Program. The following class times are offered weekly: Wednesday, 4:30-6:00 PM, Wednesday, 

6:30-8:00 PM and Thursday, 4:30-6:00 PM. 

Whole Family Catechesis 

Whole Family Catechesis is a form of religious education in which families come together, with parents 

working directly with their children to learn their Catholic Faith.  

Attending the monthly sessions will satisfy the Church requirements for students in grades 1-8.  Also, students 

preparing for a Sacrament are required to attend additional retreats and sessions that further prepare them for the 

reception of a particular sacrament.   

Additional requirements must be agreed upon for students in grades 6-8.   

 Students must attend additional 3 or 4 Sessions (provided by Coordinator of Whole Family Catechesis). 

 Students must attend grade level retreat.  

 8th grade students must attend all Confirmation Preparation Events.    

Sessions will meet once a month on Sundays from 9:00-10:30 AM in Mercy Hall.   

A few things to know when considering Whole Family Catechesis: 

- Parents should make every effort to attend the monthly sessions.  

- Each student will receive a workbook relative to their grade level.  Each month assignments will be 

given for the student, and the family as a whole, to complete. 

- All students will be expected to display a certain mastery of the material presented at the end of the 

school year. 

- It is a good idea to set a time aside for lessons each week (approximately 1 hour/chapter each week). It 

is probably a good idea to have a consistent day and time, to complete the work. The hope is that this 

will become a special time for your family with as many members as possible coming together to learn, 

or refresh their knowledge of our beautiful faith. 

 

 

ENCOUNTER: Middle School Youth Programs (Grades 6-8) 

Relational Ministry is a key component to our middle school program.  We strive to bring young people into an 

intimate, personal relationship with Jesus Christ and His Church.  Our encounter with Christ is a unique and 

personal relationship.  Many young people have a desire for this relationship; however, they may be distracted 

or impeded by the demands of the world. The Encounter Core Team will provide opportunities for middle 

school youth that encourage a deeper encounter with Christ. Our hope is that our youth will discover that there 

are adults in their parish community who are present and available to them as models and mentors.        

This program has been specifically designed and tailored to meet the needs of middle school youth (grades 6-8). 

The sessions occur twice a month at the following times: Monday, 6:00-8:00 PM and Sunday, 9:00 AM-11:00 

AM.  



 

You tell us that to love God and neighbor is not something abstract, but profoundly concrete: it means 

seeing in every person the face of the Lord to be served, to serve him concretely. And you are, dear brothers 

and sisters, the face of Jesus. (Pope Francis, 5/21/13) 

 

SALT High School Ministry   

Sessions use creative, interactive and multi-media activities to help lead teens closer to Christ and the Catholic 

Church through relational ministry. Teens will examine their practical social needs along with their spiritual 

needs and topical issues of the day.  This ministry is for all high school teens, regardless of their school 

placement.  Service and social opportunities will be available throughout the year.   

Salt High School Youth Ministry 

All high school youth (grades 9-12) are welcome to join us. Please visit the parish website: www.mary-

mom.com for more information regarding dates and times.  The Upper Room, located in Mercy Hall is a 

meeting place for high school youth.         

Homeschooling   

This is an option for families who would like to provide catechesis to their children in the home setting.  The 

parish is supportive of families who chose this option as it is the parents who are primarily responsible for their 

children’s catechesis.  Families may use any of the Church-approved curriculum programs. 

Homeschooling families are required to register their children through the parish office.  In addition, we offer 

activities throughout the year designed to enrich the entire family – events such as All Saints’ Day Festival, St. 

Nicholas Festival, Mardi Gras and Sacramental Retreats.  Homeschooling students preparing for Sacraments are 

required to participate in all sacramental preparation programs.     

Registration: 

Registration forms are available on the parish website: www.mary-mom.com/ and in the parish office. 

Homeschooling Requirements: 

1) Completed Registration Form 

2) Copy of child’s Baptismal certificate 

3) New parents should arrange a brief meeting with Coordinator of Religious Education prior to start date. 

4) Quarterly meetings with Coordinator of Religious Education  

Homeschooling Expectations: 

Homeschooling children are an integral part of our faith formation community; therefore they are encouraged to 

attend activities such as faith festivals that are open to our entire parish community.   
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Homeschooling students are expected to: 

1) Participate in Parish Penance Services (at least once a year) 

2) Complete end of unit tests and send completed work to program coordinator. A schedule of dates will be 

mailed and e-mailed to families. 

3) Participate in additional sessions designated for Sacramental Preparation. 

4) Meet with either ECHO Coordinator or Coordinator of Religious Education prior to receiving 

sacraments. 

 

Services for Students with Disabilities 

In 2011, we began offering shadowing (1:1 support) to students in our ECHO program.  The shadowing service 

is for students who have learning and behavioral issues.  Primarily, we have served students with ADHD and 

Autism.  As our faith is a lifelong journey, we hope to find ways to include special needs teens and adults in 

future programs. Our human dignity is not defined by social expectations; it is defined by God alone as we are 

all His children. Please find a list of services offered below. 

 Shadowing or 1:1 instruction: A support person is assigned to a specific student who needs additional 

academic or behavioral support in a traditional classroom setting. The support person will receive 

training and continued supervision throughout the school year.     

 Adaptive Religious Education, 1:1 Session: An individual session designed for students who cannot 

participate in a traditional classroom setting.  Primarily, this option is designed for students who need 

sacramental preparation.  

 Catechesis of the Good Shepherd:  A small classroom setting for students who need a more structured 

teaching environment that includes visual supports (visual schedule and reward chart).  These students 

utilize materials that were designed for preschool (3-6) and early elementary school students. The 

students rotate to learning stations; typically two per station. Class Size: Maximum of 6 students.  The 

session is offered once a week, Thursday, 4:30-5:45 PM. 

 

S.M.A.R.S (St. Michael the Archangel Regional School) 

For families who wish to provide their children with a Catholic school education, S.M.A.R.S is an available 

option for our parishioners.  Regardless of school placement, families are encouraged to attend faith festivals. In 

addition, students at S.M.A.R.S. to participate in all sacramental preparation programs. 

Sacramental Preparation 

All students who are eligible to receive a sacrament are required to participate in additional activities during 

that sacramental year.  This includes students who are being homeschooled or attend a Catholic school. These 

requirements include meetings and retreats. The scheduled events may be found on the LLFF calendar.  An 

additional fee of $75 per candidate is required for all sacramental preparation.  Please contact the program 

coordinator as early as possible for information regarding the reception of Sacraments.     

 



Attendance 

Catechetical leaders will take attendance at each session and will notify the Pastor of two or more consecutive 

absences or four total absences.  Excessive absences will result in a conversation with the Pastor as to whether 

or not the student can continue in the program.  In addition, students are required to attend scheduled Faith 

Festivals, Special Masses/Services and Retreats.  If a student is unable to attend a particular session or event, 

the parent is responsible for contacting the coordinator of the specific program.   

Code of Conduct 

Students should demonstrate behavior that is consistent with Church Teaching, to love God and to love one 

another.  Our goal is to maintain a safe environment in which all students can listen to the Gospel message.  To 

ensure such an environment, the following disciplinary procedures have been established: 

1) When a minor infraction or behavioral problem occurs, the catechist will address the situation directly 

with the student. 

2) If a student is unable to maintain control of his or her behavior in class, the child will be taken to the 

coordinator of the program, who will contact the parents. Parents will be expected to pick up their child. 

In addition, any behavioral issues that occur during class will be reported to the program coordinator.  

3) If a student is asked to leave class a second time, the parents will be called to pick up their child. If this 

occurs, a conference will be scheduled involving the parents, child, catechist and program coordinator. 

The student will not be permitted to class until the issue has been resolved and an agreement has been 

reached on how to proceed.   

4) If a student engages in physical aggression toward a catechist or student, the student may be 

immediately removed from class. An evaluation and meeting with the program coordinator and pastor 

will occur to discuss the issue and we reserve the right to recommend an alternative placement. This 

may require individual instruction or homeschooling by the parent. 

5) If multiple students are involved in an incident, all students will be required to meet with the Program 

Coordinator and Coordinator of Religious Education.  Students will not be admitted back to class until 

the situation is resolved.     

Parents are responsible for reporting any behavioral concerns on their child’s registration form.  For those 

students with specific needs, arrangements should be made to help the student participate more fully in the 

program; thereby minimizing disruptive behaviors that interfere with classroom instruction.            

 

Registration and Fees   

Families enrolling students in Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (CGS), ECHO, Whole Family Catechesis and 

Encounter are required to pay the designated fee. However, no family will be denied participation in any 

program due to the inability to pay.  The parish office will assist you in this process.  

When registering, you will be asked to choose a session time in order of preference. We will attempt to honor 

your first preference when possible. However, sometimes a second choice may occur due to class size (CGS is 

limited to 12 students per class and ECHO is limited to 15 students per class.)  We encourage families to 

register early if a preferred class time is needed.   



Once sessions have been assigned, please attend your assigned session.  If the session time assigned conflicts 

with your schedule, please call the parish office or contact the coordinator via e-mail.    

For students with special needs, families are encouraged to contact the program coordinator as early as possible 

to allow enough time to meet with the student to determine which option would best fit his or her needs.  When 

a shadow or support person is needed, the family will have an opportunity to meet with him or her prior to the 

start of program. Also, it allows time to make any additional visual supports such as schedules or reward charts. 

Parents may contact the parish office or e-mail the program coordinator at scassidycgs@gmail.com 

Parking, Pick-up and Drop-off  

Safety of our young people and families attending catechetical sessions is one of our highest priorities.  When 

dropping off and picking up children and youth from their catechetical sessions, please use the designated 

parking areas. Students must have a parent/guardian signature to be dismissed from the building. No 

young person should be in the parking area unsupervised.  Please use caution as you enter and depart the 

campus.  

Parking Policy (Drop-off/Pick up) 

All parents must enter through the front doors of Mercy Hall.  Doors will be locked once session begins and 

will be reopened 10-15 minutes prior to the end of each session. Once the doors are locked, entry is permitted 

by ringing the doorbell (located left of the door). Parents of ECHO students are required to park their vehicle in 

one of the designated parking lots and sign their child (ren) in and out of each session.  Additionally, we ask 

you to please be aware that preschoolers have class in the Parish Office at the same time as ECHO.  Therefore, 

parents and children may be walking in between the buildings. 

AT NO TIME SHOULD VEHICLES BE PARKED IN THE DESIGNATED FIRE ZONES. 

Permission to Pick-up a Child:  Parents must attach a letter to their child’s registration form if someone other 

than a parent is allowed to pick up the child.       

Snow Cancellations 

If sessions are cancelled due to inclement weather, notification of cancellations will be available on 1) the 

parish website: www.mary-mom.com, 2) KYW 1060 radio or website: CBSphilly.com, and 3) E-mail from 

coordinator of specific program.  Please note that school closing number, 1338 is listed at the top of each 

calendar page.  Decisions to cancel always take into account the safety of our parish families and access to the 

facilities.   

In Going Forward 

It is our prayer that this comprehensive program of Lifelong Faith Formation will continue to meet the needs of 

our parish community, and will help us grow and develop in our faith and as a parish family, that we may join 

Christ in His mission. As the program evolves, we anticipate growth in our current components as well as 

offering additional components to meet the needs of our parish community. 
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